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Hood student named as a young 'hero' 
Thu. April 23, 2009; Posted: 10:26 AM    

Are you looking to increase your ETF knowledge?

DERRY, Apr 23, 2009 (The Derry News - McClatchy-Tribune Information Services  via COMTEX) -- BBW | 
Quote | Chart | News | PowerRating -- A Gilbert Hood Middle School student is among a group of youth being 
heralded as "heroes." 

Dylan Mahalingan, 13, and a Hood student, is 
among a group of New England youth being 
recognized and honored by "Build-A-Bear 
Workshop" for helping make the world a better 
place. The students are semi-finalists in the 
2009 search for Build-a-Bear's Huggable 
Heroes winner.  

Mahalingan founded an organization called Lil' 
MDGs, using the poer of digital media  and 
the Internet to empower children to meet the 
Millenium Development Goals, or MDGs, while 
working on social issues locally and around the 
world and making a change.  

Using the power of technology, Mahalingan 
works to network children from around the 
globe in unified efforts to make a difference. So 
far, he has mobilized children from 31 states 
and 24 countries to report $780.000 for 

tsunami relief and millions to support hurricane relief.  

"The Huggable Heroes program is our way of empowering young people to take action and make positive 
changes in their communities and around the world," Build-A-Bear founder and chief executive  Maxine Clark 
said. "This year's group of semi-finalists is a representation of the kind and compassionate young leaders out 
there making a difference and we hope others find inspiration from their stories to go out and do something 
good."  

Ultimately, 12 youth will be named 2009 Huggable Heroes and will be honored this summer in Missouri at the 
Build-A-Bear Workshop "bearquarters." Each winner will take home a $10,000, with a portion in the form of an 
educational scholarship and the remainder to be donated to a charity of the hero's choice.  

The Huggable Heroes program began in 2004 with young people being nominated for their volunteer and 
community service efforts.  

The list will be narrowed down to 50 finalists in April, then in May the winning dozen will be named.  

Mahalingam is also very active in the Derry school district, working on bringing a "go green" effort to the district.  

To see more of The Derry News or to subscribe to the newspaper, go to 
http://www.derrynews.com/. Copyright (c) 2009, The Derry News, N.H. Distributed 
by McClatchy-Tribune Information Services. For reprints, email 
tmsreprints@permissionsgroup.com, call 800-374-7985 or 847-635-6550, send a fax 
to 847-635-6968, or write to The Permissions Group Inc., 1247 Milwaukee Ave., 
Suite 303, Glenview, IL 60025, USA. 
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